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Weinstein, managers 
exchange views 


Commissioner James Weinstein 
cheerfully greeted a Multipurpose Room 
full of NJDOT managers April 13 at the 
first planned quarterly forum. The hour- 
long session had two parts: in the first, the 
Commissioner briefed the managers on his 
priorities; in the second, he gave them the 
opportunity to ask him anything they 
wanted. 

“It’s good for me to get plugged into 
the folks who do the real work of this 
institution,” he said, after admitting that 
he’s spent much of his first five months in 
office on the road. “I’m spending my time 
talking and listening to people —and 


‘Deliver the capital program, 
build partnerships’ 


we’re getting good reviews for 
responsiveness and professionalism ... and 
this makes my job easier.” 

The forum took place the day after the 
last legislative appropriation hearing. 
“Our Fiscal Year 2000 budget is the largest 
capital program ever for NJDOT and NJ 
TRANSIT — and it’s critical that you 


deliver it,” Weinstein 
said. He noted that 
Maintenance will 
finally get more 
resources to do “the 
things you wanted to 
all along.” The 
Department will also 
have the funds to fix 
the heating, ventilation 
and air conditioning 
system in the 
Engineering & 
Operations Building, 
select a new headquarters location for 
the southern region and, in general, 
resolve “some inequities,” he said. 
Building partnerships, according to 
Weinstein, is going to be a hallmark of 
his administration. “If we’re not 
working together, it makes it harder to 
deliver the program,” he said. He 
pledged to work closely with other state 
agencies, particularly Environmental 
Protection, the Legislature, the 
metropolitan planning organizations and 
the Federal Highway Administration. 


Commissioner Weinstein responds to a question from a manager. 


The former Executive Assistant to 
Commissioner John Sheridan and 
Director of Communications noted 
changes in the Department since he held 
those posts in the mid-1980s, especially 
with the inclusion of Motor Vehicle 
Services. MVS is now a “part of the 
family,” said Weinstein, who underscored 
the need for a “seamless” institution. He 
praised MVS for performing an often 
difficult job despite reduced staffing 
levels and frequent computer glitches. 

continued on back page 


NJ Venturer = cleaner energy, air 


In May NJDOT will go on the road in the 1999 Tour de Sol 
to display the electric car that has been retrofitted with hydrogen 
fuel cell power and dubbed “New Jersey Venturer.” 

Project Manager Mike Strizki of Research and Technology 
and his partners in the project, including students from 
Hunterdon Central High School, Cinnaminson High School, 
Hunterdon Polytech, Burlington County Community College, 


New Jersey Institute of Technology and 
Rutgers University will travel 
together. 

Their route runs from 
Waterbury, CT through nine 
towns in Massachusetts and New 
York. When they reach Lake 


George’s Fort William Henry in New York se 
for the final display and awards ceremony, they’ ll join the 
more than 300 people also traveling with the Tour. 

The New Jersey Venturer, NJDOT’s electric car, is a 1996 
Solectria that has been retrofitted by the partnership with a 
hydrogen fuel cell power supply. A fuel cell is a device that 
converts hydrogen into electricity to power a car or truck. The 


cure 


Chrysler will introduce a Mercedes fuel cell prototype later 
this year and may sell similarly powered vehicles by 2004. 
General Motors tested a fuel cell version of the Opel 
minivan in 1998 and plans to expand its development by 
2010. Honda and BMW announced they also will enter the 
fuel cell market. 

The hybrid electric vehicle is the product of a unique 


public/private partnership called Project 
.. NJ Venturer. Members are New 
Jersey state and educational 
agencies and New Jersey 
technology companies. They 
joined forces to demonstrate 
how a hydrogen fuel cell and 
battery-powered vehicle can benefit the 


environment and the economy. 

The Tour de Sol’s sponsor is the Northeast Sustainable 
Energy Association (NESEA), which is a non-profit 
membership organization that was founded to foster the use 
of renewable, sustainable energy and to help preserve the 
environment. The annual event sends the message that 


renewable energy sources and electric cars can help solve 
many of the air quality and other problems including global 
warming, urban smog and dependence on foreign oil. 


partnership hopes to extend the range of the vehicle to 400 miles, 
a new world record for electric vehicle travel. 
NJDOT is in good company in these efforts. Daimler 


g 
about women’s careers during the final 1999 
Women’s History Month celebration at NJDOT. 


New Jersey Senator Diane Allen wants 
women to get involved in government, 
particularly at the local levels. “Only eight 
women have been in the Senate in the 300- 
year history of this country and we need 
more,” she said, noting that women are 
53% of the U.S. population. Allen made 
the comments during a Women’s History 
Month presentation to Department 
employees on March 31. 

An avid supporter of child care issues, 
Allen believes we have to use all the 
resources that we have to reach our goals. 

“Women have to support women in 
every way,’ said Allen, “to get ahead. We 
try to do it all, but financially we’re still 
only earning 74 cents to each man’s dollar.” 


Comubissisne: James a Weinseid 
recently announced that the Division of 
Support Services will report directly to 
Deputy Commissioner Albert Ari. 
Facilities Planning and Engineering, 
Facilities Management and Operations, 
Records, Services and Warehousing and 
Safety will report to Director Don 
Chiacchio. 

Thomas J. Calu will head the newly- 
formed Commercial Vehicle Information 
Systems and Networks (CVISN) 
established in the Transportation Equity 
Act for the 21st Century. CVISN allows 
the motor carrier industry, government 
agencies and others to exchange 
information and conduct business 
electronically. Formerly NJ TRANSIT 
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The former television anchor, wife, 
mother and Bucknell College graduate 
represents New Jersey’s District 7. 
Recalling her college days, she said, 
“When we started a swim team and 
made it to the nationals (competition) we 
had to practice at 4:30 a.m. because the 
men had received the other scheduled 
practice slots.” 

“Women have made great strides for 
everyone in this country,” said Chief of 
Staff Laurie Gutshaw who was emcee of 
the career-focused program. Gutshaw’s 
example was a law originally passed for 
women, the pregnancy leave law and 
flextime, now workplace laws for both 
men and women. 

“Sports do not build character, they 
reveal it,” said Sheree Davis, a former 
NJDOT employee now at the 
Department of Labor. No stranger to the 
sports scene, Davis attended Temple 
University on a sports scholarship and 
later played softball professionally for a 
team in Allentown, PA. 

Davis pointed out the health and 
self-confidence benefits of sports. 
“When you buy a girl a gift, buy sports 
equipment,” said Davis, “and you’ll do 
her a big favor.” 

Mercer County Department of 
Transportation’s Bertha Scott, an 
attorney, shared her own list of important 
things every woman should do to 
achieve success. The native Trentonian 


O Ari 
Director of Property Development, Calu 
will report directly to Dey 
Commissioner Al Ari. 

New Jersey FIRST Coons 
Eileen Fitzpatrick was named 
Executive Assistant to Deputy 
Commissioner Al Ari in February. 
Fitzpatrick will continue to serve as 
NJDOT’s NJ FIRST Coordinator. 

Director Anthony Davis of Civil 
Rights/Affirmative Action announced 
the appointment of NJDOT’s Jim 
Jackson to the position of Affirmative 
Action Officer, effective January 30, 
1999. Formerly an Executive Assistant 
2, Jackson has extensive experience in 
equal employment opportunity and 
affirmative action programs. 


NJDOT is now accepting resumes for trainees 


If you (or someone you know) are 
interested in joining the Civil Engineer 
Trainee ranks at NJDOT and have a 
Bachelor’s degree in Civil or Electrical 
Engineering from an approved, accredited 


college, send your resume to Linda 
Whitaker, Personnel Assistant, NJDOT, 
PO Box 602, 1035 Parkway Ave., 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0602. The cut-off date 
for applying is May 10. 


advises women to show confidence, 
know their vocation, commit to goals, 
take responsibility for others, and most 
importantly, develop an ability to dream. 

Armed with a degree in sociology, a 
goal and strong determination, NJDOT 
Assistant Commissioner Pippa Woods set 
out to make a difference in transportation 
developments 21 years ago. Initially 
sidelined by a male-dominated industry, 
Woods persevered to become the head of 
NJDOT?’s Planning, Research and Local 
Government Services. Directly involved 
in high profile transportation public 
policy issues and extensive planning, 
Woods was formerly Director of the 
Office of Transportation Policy at the 
Department. 

Director Anthony Davis of Civil 
Rights/Affirmative Action provided the 
program’s welcome and closing remarks. 

The committee responsible for the 
NJDOT Women’s History Month special 
events that included a performance by 
the Asian Dancers of the College of New 
Jersey, a bake sale, refreshments and a 
well-being fair are: chairwoman Bette 
Csogi, Legislative Analysis; co- 
chairwoman Nancy Webber, Research & 
Technology; Cindy Conrad and Linda 
Errico, Civil Rights and Affirmative 
Action; Dorothy Edwards, MVS Security 
Responsibility; Denise Goddard, 
Legislative Liaison and Debbie Jacobs, 
MVS Customer Service. 
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Recent f Ret 

“It’s been Bad The ate I’ve 
and worked with during my 25 years 
have been 
outstanding! I will 
miss you all,” said ; 
Administrative 
Analyst IT Georgette 
Jensen of Legislative 
Analysis. “But ’'m 
still going to leave.” 

The in-line 
skating grandmother 
of nine is retiring : 
from NJDOT after 25 ! 
years state service 


that began in the clerical unit of a field 
office in Menlo Park, Middlesex County. 


Jensen worked in a federally funded 


state Alcohol Countermeasures Program 


which was under the direction of the 
Division of Motor Vehicles. 
After nine years and as many 


transfers and promotions, Jensen also 


received her Associate’s degree from 
Ocean County College. She worked 
Planner in the Division of Motor 

Vehicles before transferring to the 


| New arrival 
' ___ South Region’s — 
' Cumberland Yard Crew 
| Supervisor Jim Guldin, his 
| wife Linda and three-year- 
| old daughter Alison 

- welcomed Amy on February 
17. The new addition to the 
Guldin family weighed in at 
6 Ibs., 5 oz. 


Many the 


Nox back at her on at 
| MVS, Flo Lerit thanks 
| everyone who donated time 
to her so she could be with 
her husband Ramon during 
his illness and up to his 
death. 

“The expressions of 
sympathy were a great | 
comfort to our family. My _ 
daughters Mindy, Robin and — 
Shari and I thank everyone 
for their cards, phone calls 
and prayers,” 
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Jensen 
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NJDOT eave Analysis Office. 
Asked what she’ Il do in retirement, 


met 


Jensen replied, “My one big 
love is the Jersey Shore. I live 
in Toms River near the water 
and can see spending most of 
my time on the beach.” 

Beach bumming aside, 
Jensen’s already looked into 
volunteer work in the shore 
area. “I don’t think [ll get 
bored,” she said. “I’d like to 
} get to know my grandchildren 
' better, too.” 

Other recent retirees are: 

January: Region South Construction 
and Maintenance Tech | Nicholas Klein, 
35 years; Principal Engineer-Traffic 
Harry Burton, 29 years; and Support 
Services Representative 3-MVS Rosalie 
Karp, 14 years. 

February: Customer Service 
Information Specialist 1-MVS Lillian 
Jeffries, 28 years; Customer Service 
Information Specialist 2-MVS Leah 
Clark, 20 years; Customer Service 
Information Specialist 1-MVS Marie 
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as a 


As, members pose for their annual reunion picture. 


Retire 


For the fifth consecutive year, Kathy ie 
Frank Wegel and Shirley Birkhead chaired the 
NJDOT Retirees Association’s reunion buffet at 
the Rockledge Country Club in Rockledge, FL in 
February. 

The group has grown to 53 retirees, who are 
either snowbirds taking advantage of the Florida 
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i sunshine, or fulltime Florida residents. “We’re so 
| many we can’t fit into the photo,” said retiree Dot 
_j Andres. 


Attendees include Al Alaimo, Chet and Dot 


Andres, Dave Benoist, Charles and Bette 
} Bernasco, Charles and Gloria Brady, Mike and 
| Peggy Busketa, Jack and Pam Crouteau, Sante 


Irwin, 12 years; and Customer Service 
Information Specialist-MVS Henry 
Leonard, 2 years. 

March: Region North Project 
Engineer Construction Fred Lund, 38 
years; Construction & Maintenance Tech 1 
Louis Stoetzel, 31 years; Principal Local 
Aid Investigator Barbara Rosko, 25 
years; Supervisor 3-MVS Raymond 
Velardo, 17 years; and Customer Service 
Information Specialist 2-MVS Bertha 

- Hagen, 10 years. 

April: Region North Truck Driver 
Single Axle Frank Orsillo, 40 years; 
Region South Electrical Mechanic Edwin 
Camp, 36 years; Construction & 
Maintenance Technician 2 Joseph 
Gulbinsky, 28 years; Project Engineer 
Traffic William Munczinski, 26 years; 
Senior Technician, Management 
Information Lorraine Allen, 25 years; 
Area Supervisor-Bridge Operations James 
Balf, 24 years; Word Processing Specialist 
2 June Yeager, 24 years; Examination 
Technician-MVS Ruthann Blackwell, 20 
years; and Region South Truck Driver 
Single Axle Robert Murphy, 13 years. 


and Maria Falvo, Doris and Stan Friedman, 
Rick and Joan Fugaro, Maury and Catherine 
Guadagno, Trude and Jim Hart, Cliff and Dot 
Heckman, Ray Mauer, Jean Sgro Melano, 
Nick and Lube Nicu, John Nolan, Dave 
Quaid, Frank and Betty Roy, Joe and Irene 
Saproni, Frank Scarpatti, Marie and Adolph 
Stepowany, Jack and Barbara Wouters, Peg 
and George Wieger, Ruth and Ernest Zasoski, 
Charles and Gloria Zweigle. DOTRA will 
hold its sixth reunion at Rockledge on 
February 15, 2000. Any retiree who would 
like to join the group should write to DOTRA, 
P.O. Box 77160, Trenton, NJ 08628. 


New Jersey 

Department of Transportation 
PO Box 600 

Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0600 


@e 
& @ Printed on reycled paper 


Weinstein, Managers continued from front page 


Weinstein described MVS as being on 
the “front line” every day with the 
public and the media. 

Managers brought more than a 
dozen issues to the Commissioner’s 
attention, including: the need to 
replace the state cars, the need to hire 
people who will eventually replace an 
aging workforce, more frequent 
updates on policy directions, more 
resources and the future of the gas tax. 

“What do the people you meet 
want most from the Department?” 
asked one manager. “Responsiveness, ” 
replied Weinstein. Another wanted to 
know his reaction to NJDOT’s last 
place ranking in an analysis by the 
University of North Carolina. 
According to the Commissioner, the 
report compared “apples and oranges.” 

“We in transportation shape what 
life is like in this state . . the ability of 
future generations to prosper,” 
Weinstein told the managers during a 
discussion about the high cost of 
infrastructure improvements. He 
compared some projects that 
Department staff are thinking about 
today to the vision of those in 
transportation a century ago who had 


the foresight to plan the first Hudson 
River tunnels and railroad bridges. 

When questioned about the work 
being done for the Department by 
former Deputy Commissioner Michael 
Barrett, now a private consultant, 
Weinstein reassured the group that 
another reorganization is not under 
way. “There will be no major changes; 
I’ve asked Mike to ‘tweak’ the 
organization,” he said. “I worked with 
him before and have confidence in his 
professionalism and his respect for the 
Department,” he said. 

During the meeting, Weinstein 
introduced the members of his senior 
staff who were present. He gave 
Deputy Commissioner Al Ari, who 
emceed the forum, the task of 
responding to e-mail suggestions from 
the managers. 

“Now that the appropriations 
hearings are over, I want to visit the 
field facilities, not to just shake hands 
and introduce myself, but to spend the 
day trying to understand just what we 
do there,” the Commissioner said in 
response to an invitation from a 
manager. Ari noted that he already 
scheduled the first field visit in May. 
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